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West 40 Regional Safe School/Middle School Has New Leader

Regional Safe School/Middle School. He fills the

position previously held by Karen Tiemann, the
school’s first principal, who was an integral part of
the school’s growth and success.

In July, Joe Gage became principal of the West 40

Joe is Karen’s perfect successor. He brings tremen-
dous energy, enthusiasm and compassion to the job.
Joe comes to the school after serving at Park Junior
High, District 102 where he taught eighth grade
health and led the district’s summer school program
for several years. As principal of that program, he
realized he felt a deep connection with students in
need of extra assistance. His passion for working with
at-risk students came out of that experience.

The interviewing process for the position was intense.
During the second of four interviews, after meeting
some of the West 40 RSS/MS students, he knew this
was his dream job. “I was so impressed with the stu-
dents and their level of maturity, I knew this is where
[ wanted to be.”

A Westchester resident, Joe grew up in Berwyn and
married his high school sweetheart. Jessica and Joe
have been married three years and are proud parents
of a baby girl. They are both graduates of Nazareth
Academy. Jessica teaches in Bellwood District 88.
Joe earned a BA in Education from Northern Illinois
University, and through West 40’s Master’s cohorts,
earned an MA in Educational Leadership from Aurora
University.

Most of Joe’s day
is spent working
directly with the
students, some-
thing he loves
doing. “The staff
here is amaz-

ing; they are an
extremely sup-
portive group.
Everyone is com-
mitted to putting
students at the
center of all deci-
sions, so that what is best for the students is always
on the front line,” he remarked. He is also grateful for
Karen Tiemann’s support and mentoring. “She has
been tremendous,” he stated.

Joe’s interests include music — he is a huge fan of
Bruce Springsteen — and “just about all sports.” He
also enjoys exercising and spending time with family
and friends.

“So far serving as the West 40 Regional Safe School/
Middle School principal has been the greatest profes-
sional learning experience of my life. I look forward to
each day,” Joe concluded.

All elementary districts in the West 40 region are
served by the West 40 Regional Safe School/Middle
School.

Welcome New Superintendents

West 40 welcomes these new
superintendents to districts in the region:

Louis Cavallo, Forest Park District 91

Karen Carlson, Lindop School District 92
(began January 2007)

Attila Weninger, Oak Park-River Forest
High School District 200

Robert Libka, Proviso High School District 209

Interim Superintendents —

David Bonnette, River Forest District 90
Rosemary Hendricks, Bellwood District 88
Thea Perkins, Maywood School District 89




