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Frequently Used Grants Terms

Commonly Used Acronyms

CFR: Code of Federal Regulations

CSFA: Catalog of State Financial Assistance

CFDA: Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

DOE: Department of Education

eGAMS: Electronic Grants Administration & Management System (IDPH)
eGMS: Electronic Grants Management System (ISBE)

FRIS: Financial Reimbursement Information System

GAN: Grant Award Notice

GPRA: Government Performance and Results Act

IGA: Intergovernmental Agreement

ISBE: Illinois State Board of Education

IWAS: ISBE (lllinois StateBoard of Education) Web Application Security
MOU: Memorandum of Understanding

NOFO: Notice of Funding Opportunity

NOSA: Notice of State Award

RFP: Request for Proposals (Grant Opportunities)

RFSP: Request for Sealed Proposals (Procurement Opportunities)
SAMHSA: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration

Commonly Used Terms

Amendment: A modification to the scope or finances of a previously approved grant
application. Amendments are necessary when the scope of a project changes
significantly or if the expected expenditures exceed the expenditure variance of 10
percent or $1,000 (for ISBE grants according to the State and Federal Grant
Administration Policy, Fiscal Requirements, and Procedures) per an object total,
whichever is greater.

o AMENDMENT DEADLINES: 30 DAYS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE GRANT

TERM
m FOR JUNE 30, AMENDMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MAY 30
m FOR AUGUST 31, AMENDMENTS MUST BE SUBMITTED BY JULY 30

Budget Line Item: Costs incurred, which can be categorized as fixed (consistent, like
rent), variable (fluctuating, like utilities), or discretionary (optional, like entertainment)
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CEDA): A number assigned by the federal
government to uniquely identify all federal grant awards.
Catalog of State Financial Assistance (CSFA): The CSFA, which is mandated by 30 ILCS
708 Section 30, is the single, statewide comprehensive source of all state financial
assistance program information.
Contract: This is the most common agreement between West40 and external partners.
It is an agreement between parties creating mutual obligations that are enforceable by
law. The basic elements required for the agreement to be a legally enforceable contract
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are: mutual assent, expressed by a valid offer and acceptance; adequate consideration;
capacity; and legality. The West40 Grants Team has a standard contract template.

o Mutual assent: Signifies that all parties involved in the contract agree to the
terms and conditions.

o Adequate consideration: Each party to the contract must provide something of
value that induces the other party to enter into the agreement.

o Capacity: A party’s legal ability to enter a binding contract.

o Legality: A contract’s purpose and the actions required by it must be lawful and
not violate public policy.

Deliverables: Accomplishments achieved through an awarded grant. Progress toward
meeting and successfully accomplishing deliverables are typically reported back to the
grant funder as proof of a grantee’s effective use of funds for the purpose of a grant.
Expense/Encumbrance: A commitment to spend funds in the future for a specific
purpose (e.g., purchase order)

Fiscal Agent: An organization that agrees to accept and be responsible for grant funds
on your behalf.

Financial Reimbursement Information System (FRIS): The accounting system used by
ISBE's Funding and Disbursement Department to distribute all state and federal funds
to grantees. The ERIS Inguiry system allows public access to all state and federal funds
administered by ISBE.

Grants Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA): This state legislation guides grant
processes and procedures. Per GATA, West40 must renew their Data Universal
Numbering System (DUNS) number and Internal Control Questionnaire (ICQ) annually.
This is completed by the Business Office. Click here for more information.

o The DUNS number is a federal ID that registers all grantees nationally into one
database

o The ICQ s a state questionnaire which assesses the grantee's internal controls
related to fiscal and administrative operations.

o The GATA system establishes a framework for managing state grants, aiming to
increase accountability and transparency while reducing administrative burden
on both state agencies and grantees. GATA provides the grant applicant with
pre-qualification, risk assessments, uniform processes, monitoring and oversight,
and training and technical assistance.

Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA): Enacted in 1993, GPRA was
designed to improve program management throughout the Federal government.
Agencies are required to develop a five-year strategic plan and submit an annual
performance report to the Office of Management and Budget with established fiscal
year performance goals, objectives on how to achieve these goals, and an explanation
of how performance is measured and verified. All federal grants will have GPRA
required performance measures.

Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA): This is an agreement between two government
entities. An IGA functions as a contract but in most instances the relationship between
parties has not gone through State Procurement.

Indirect Cost: (2 CFR 200.56) — These are costs that support multiple projects or
objectives and can’t be easily or directly assigned to just one of them without significant
effort. To fairly allocate these indirect costs, it may be necessary to group them into
categories, known as indirect cost pools. These pools should then be distributed to the
projects or objectives they support using a method that reflects the relative benefits
each receives.
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rant(s): (2 types)

Competitive Grants/Discretionary Grants - A grant for which the awarding
agency generally may select the grantee from among all eligible grantees; may
decide to make or not make an award based on the programmatic, technical, or
anticipated outcomes of an application; and decide the amount of funding to be
awarded. (Example: After School Programs grant)

Entitlement/Formula Grants — A grant in which funds are provided to a grantee
based on formula, prescribed in legislation or regulation, rather than based on
an individual project. Grantees are not required to compete for formula funds,
although grantees are required to complete grant applications and comply with
other grant requirements in order to ensure that grant funds are expended in
accordance with the defined purpose and goals of the grant program.
(Example-ROE/ISC grant, RSSP grant)

e Memorandum of Understanding (MOU): This is an agreement between two or more

parties that does not include the exchange of funding. The document includes a broad
outline of the commitments agreed to by both parties, including, the scope and
purpose of the work.

e Supplant: State or federal funds that are received and expended to replace funds the
grantee would have expended in the absence of state or federal funds.

e Supplement: State or federal funds that are received and expended in addition to funds
the grantee would have expended in the absence of state or federal funds.

e Unencumbered Balance: The remaining amount of funds available in a budget account

that have not yet been committed
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