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40 STORIES

BORN TO
TEACH
FOSTERING POSITIVITY
AND CONFIDENCE
Debbie Floto is known for her smiley faces. Her
kindergarten class is covered with them, her Instagram page
for her class is “Miss Smiley Face”, and when both current
and former students talk about her, they beam with smiles
from ear to ear. They love her and she loves them. For 32
years at River Grove Elementary School, Miss Floto has been
making each one of her students feel special.

I M PA C T I N G YO U N G L I V E S
Over the years, Miss Floto has had hundreds of students
in her classes and certainly thousands have benefited from her
contributions. One former student told us how he credits his
educational success to Miss Floto. Tylor had hearing loss, visual
impairment, and depth perception issues, which caused him to
stumble over other kids and often fall on them. He was sent to a
hearing-impaired school, but the commute added up to an exhausting
12-hour school day. His mom arranged to have Tylor join Miss Floto’s
homeroom the following year and the results were amazing. Miss Floto
wore a microphone to communicate, worked on the depth perception
issues, and Tylor flourished. Today he is a hearing-impaired teacher!
Miss Floto’s nurturing attention goes beyond the classroom. She and
her brother dedicate themselves to the daily care of their mother who
has Alzheimer’s. It’s difficult for Miss Floto to speak about, but even
through tears her smile shines through and you can feel the love.

“ M Y F AV O R I T E T H I N G I S
T H AT S H E C A R E S A B O U T
E V E R Y B O D Y. ”
- Arabella, current kindergarten student

MESSAGE FROM
MARK
It is intentional that this issue of our newsletter is
focused on a teacher that has transformed so many
lives over the course of her career. This past week, we
have celebrated Teacher Appreciation Week. Every
day, exceptional educators are making a difference in
students’ lives across our region. Every year, every week,
every day, and every moment are precious to the growth,
learning and development of every child. Great educators
understand the urgency of addressing student needs in
ways that assure they know they are important, cared
for and nourished! Thank you for all that you do for our
students—our future stars and leaders!

