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HERE FOR YOU
ADAPTING
TO CHANGE
School will look different this fall from anytime
in the past and because of that, our districts are
doing amazing things to meet the needs of the
community. They are being flexible, responsive
and accommodating. We are diversifying and our
districts are designing a back-to-school that is best
for kids. This includes food distribution resources
within our districts. For food resources beyond the
school districts, West40 maintains a list of food
pantries available within our region. To see a list of
all these resources, visit us at West40.org and click
on “WEST40 FOOD OUTREACH” at the bottom right
corner of the website.

DRIVE-THRU
SUPPORT
With safety in mind, Backpack Giveback went on as
scheduled this year! At West40, we are all about the
kids in our community and Backpack Giveback is one
of the many programs we have that set them up for
success. Many of the families in our districts can’t

afford school supplies, so we created a partnership
with Triton College for our 3rd year to ensure our kids
have what they need to start the school year feeling
proud and prepared. We filled over 1000 backpacks
with school supplies and added an extra bonus of
headphones for our drive-thru Backpack Giveback.
Our kids loved that additional item!
West40 was blessed to partner with the FLOOD
BROTHERS again for their donation! West40 is
committed to giving every single student the
opportunity to become who they are meant to be.
Working together, we give them that chance.
“West40 ISC #2 is grateful to have a chance to live
out our mission by partnering with Triton College
as we serve those in need of school supplies,” said
Mark Klaisner, Ed.D., West40 Executive Director
and President of the Illinois Association of Regional
Superintendents of Schools (IARSS). West40
continues to exemplify our mission statement:
WE WILL MEET YOU WHERE YOU ARE.
W E W I L L B E W H AT YO U N E E D .
W E W I L L WA L K F U R T H E R W I T H Y O U .
W E W I L L S TA N D S T R O N G W I T H YO U .

“OUR JOB IS TO HELP THEM ALL
BE ABLE TO SEE THE DOORS
AND POSSIBILITIES.”

A N E T WO R K T H AT WO R K S
Have you heard? West40 hosts 12 networks. TWELVE opportunities to establish
collaborative relationships that generate new and innovative programming essential
to effective work while creating a stronger network of services within the West40
area. The results? We can better serve the needs of students, teachers, and families!
Best practices and brainstorming solutions are just some of the conversations that are
taking place within our networking groups. These networks meet monthly and learn
from their colleagues who share the same role in another district. Come share and grow
your network of people, techniques, and resources. To learn more, visit West40.org and
go to the Professional Learning page under Schools + Educators. On the Professional
Learning page, scroll down to “networks” and click on “FIND A NETWORK.”

O U R T W E LV E N E T W O R K S
WORKING FOR YOU:
Emergent Bilingual Network
SEL Network
Curriculum Cafe
SPED Network
Instructional Coaches Network
Instructional Tech Coaches Network

Principals Network
Tech Talk
Human Resources Network
Administrative Assistants Network
Facilities Management Network
Preschool Network

We love hearing stories of how lives have been changed by what we do here at
West40. Want to share your story? Send it our way at amooney@west40.org.

MESSAGE
FROM MARK
I always love this time of year! Everything is new and
fresh! WE ARE BACK TO SCHOOL!
We are in the business of sheltering, enhancing,
engaging, protecting and enriching the lives of the
young people in our communities, region, and state. As
we open the 2020-2021 school year, our wards need
us now more than ever! We are a form of stability. Our
students, parents and communities count on us to be
consistent, reliable, and stable. We aren’t sure what
learning will look like—quite possibly it will look very
differently in different places across our region and
state. What is important is that we are going to show
up in some form or another!
I have had the honor of serving with many of our
colleagues throughout the summer. Our West40
Superintendents have met weekly and I have met with
statewide groups and ISBE on a regular basis. It has
been such a challenging time, but the fact has borne
out that we are stronger together! I will tell you that in
EVERY meeting with the West40 leaders, the needs of
our kids have come through as the top priority.
Please be safe and be well!

